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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Religion”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

I have been tiptoeing around this topic for awhile and finally decided to go ahead and present it the best that I can for I think the topic is becoming more important every day.  I mentioned false religions in my letter last week under the general discussion of deception because  the leaders of these false religions are deceivers.  I also gave a web site where a person also discussed false religion and I again refer you to this site: http://www.gospelfortoday.org/jteachings/religion.htm.  From his discussion I quote:

“Perhaps no word more accurately describes the man-centered, performance-based, reward-punishment systems that men have devised to earn God’s acceptance and favor than this word “religion,” also known as, “return to bondage.”
Who gave Jesus the most trouble during His ministry on earth?  Who gave Paul the most trouble during his ministry?  The answer to both questions is the religions leaders.  Religion can be a very negative force on earth because if it is not really from God then it is polluted by the personal ambitions of the leaders.  Even Christianity has been damaged by false leaders as we have seen many times in recent years.  The biggest damage a religion can do is when the people truly believe that they are serving God in their religion.  The Jews at the time of Jesus and Paul believed that they were serving the true God but they had developed a religion that was not from God.  We can only worship God as He tells us to, and when we deviate from that direction we get in big trouble.
Cain developed his own worship by bringing God a sacrifice not according to His directions.  Cain reasoned that he could provide a better sacrifice that was in accord with his profession, but it was not of blood as directed by God.

Gen 4:3 “So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.

Gen 4:4 And Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering;

Gen 4:5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.”

Heb 11:4 “By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.”

We know that faith comes from God, so Abel brought forth the sacrifice commanded by God.  

1John 3:11 “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;

1John 3:12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother's were righteous.”

We see above that Cain was obeying Satan and not God.  We also see that Cain’s deeds were evil and Abel’s deeds were righteous.

Jude 1:10 “But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.

Jude 1:11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.”
Above we also see that people who follow their own evil instincts are characterized as following the way of Cain.  God tells us a lot by saying that they like Cain participated in the error of Balaam.  Balaam was the prototype of all self-serving religionists who led God’s people into false religion and immorality (like Num 31:16-19).  The rebellion of Korah (Numb 16:1-35) tells us of the destruction brought to these people by God for their rebellion against the authority of Moses.  Both of these cases are examples of false religion.  These people, like Cain, manufactured a self-based religion.  I often refer to the actions of Cain as the first cult.
The central focus of all religions is man.  In contrast, the central focus of Christianity is Jesus Christ.  We are freed from any mandatory obedience to a law to earn our salvation and freedom from the wrath of God.  We obey the Law now because we are saved.  
Rom 7:6 “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.”

Religions bind its followers to trying to become acceptable to God by some series of steps involving some sort of self-purification.  Christianity frees us from that terrible burden so that we serve God in newness of the Spirit and not in being bond to the letter of the law.  I know from personal experience the horrible feeling of never acceptable to God because I could not on my own live up to His standards.  What a wonderful freedom He gave me when He revealed to me that Jesus had obeyed the Law perfectly and had put His righteousness into my account.  Then I was really free!  Praise the Lord!!

Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,”
